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“WHAT A DUMB DOUCHE BAG.
YOU STUPID DOUCHE-SNOZZLE.
YOU TRULY DON’T FUCKING GET IT, DO YOU?

YOU POOR MOTHERFUCKER.
YOU’RE GOING TO MISS EVERYTHING COOL

AND DIE ANGRY!”

INTERVIEW BY KURT ORZECK @ ILLUSTRATION BY DEREK M. BALLARD
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to record a DVD very early in 2009,”
he added. “I want to write all-new
material. “Whatever the most recent
year or month is, is your best time as

a comedian, ‘cause that’s when you're
doing your freshest stuff. It’s whatever
is the closest time when we're talking,
butit’s all subjective. If you asked me
five years ago, ‘Was
this your best year as
acomedian?’ I’d go,
‘Yeah, that is my best
year as a comedian. I
justdid a TV special
... it’s all relative.
[Being a comedian] is
the thing that I love to
do whether it’s going
well or it’s going badly.

in the way of his nerdiness.
“When I was really, really young,
I read them -- you know, second,
third grade. And then I kinda fell out
[of them] for a long time, and then,
in the ‘80s, when like Watchmen and
Dark Knight came out, friends told me
about them, and I got back into them
full-time, and I would
just draw them -- my
versions of them.”
Oswalt’s illustrative
abilities only took him
so far, but in recent
years, his childhood
dreams have come
true thanks toa
different kind of pen-
stroke. He penned

I just really, reallylove it. There’s not
much beyond that. You do the thing
that’s the most fun for you. It’s what I'd
rather be doing at any time.”

Well, almost at any time. Beyond
being a stand-up star, TV stalwart,
roast regular and the COCrringleader,
Oswalt punches up scripts, has MC’d
two award shows recently (the indie-
music Plug Awards and the American
Cinema Editors’ Eddie Awards) and has
even delved into the comic-book realm.
That’s right -- as he says on Werewolves
-- which, by the way, featured much-
raved-about drawings by Netherlands
artiste Zeloot -- his geekiness has gotten

a five-page plop-style parody backup
story in Batman #600 called “The
Dark, Groovy, Solid, Far-Outand
Completely With-It Knight Returns,”
and scribed a handful of other pieces for
the comics universe: JLA: Welcome to the
Working Week, and stories for The Goon
Noir #01 and Masks: Too Hot for TV.

“Some of the ones I did were
pretty serious,” he qualified. “The
JLA: Welcome to the Working Week
wasn’t meant to be funny. I've done
funny stuff in areas that are meant
to be funny, so ... I don’t think
geeks, at least comic-book fans, take
it that seriously. ... Comic-book
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PATTON PICKS HIS FAVORITE COMIC BOOK STORYLINES THAT WERE NEVER FINISHED‘

THE PSYCHO 2006 ¥

James Hudnall and Dan

SANDMAN MYSTERY A
THEATER 1993-1999

a terrific, missed opportunity

to redo the history of the DC
Universe, “Deadwood”-style. It
was the Ultimates line of comics
before there were Ultimates. 70
issues, gone too soon.

Brereton’s weird-beard take
on superheroics as nuclear
brinksmanship. Three issues.
Why the

FUCK did

this not

catch on?

Oh well —it

just got

optioned

fora

BIG NUMBERS 1990 A
Alan Moore and Dave McKean’s
great, lost, never-finished
masterpiece. Two issues and gone.

movie, so
let’s keep
out fingers
crossed.

writing is more of a, ‘When I get

a great idea.” Thankfully, it’s not
paying the bills, so I can keep it fun
and interesting”

But Oswalt is a huge comics fan
-- seriously. Don’t believe it> When
he spoke with RF, he went into detail
about his favorite superhero crossover
story line of all time:

“I consider Warren Ellis’ Planetary
‘crossover’ [to be my favorite, | since
what he posits is that all pop culture
-- comic books, horror movies, pulps
-- are dressed-up ‘real’ history. So
within the logic of the world, he’s got
disguised ‘crossovers’ from everywhere
-- DC and Marvel, cheap-o drive-in
movies, Japanese crime flicks. Come
to think of it, League of Extraordinary
Gentlemen has a similar feel.”

Of course, comics fans are still
trying to shake out of their minds
bad memories of the D.O.A. flick
that was loosely based on Moore’s
Extraordinary Gentlemen. But as far
as Batman is concerned, Oswalt isn’t
worried about the prospects of the
next caped crusader flick.

“I'm really good friends with
[writer] David Goyer, so I know some
stuff about the plot and everything,
and it sounds really great,” he
admitted about Begins. “I think the
story’s going to be solid ... that’s
what’s going to make it. We’ll see.”

But as for the JLA movie that’s being
bandied about ... well, he isn’t so sure.

“I’ve always wanted to see someone
work with huge icons that [pit] them
against each other, but ... like an
comic [book-adapted] movie, it’s
going to depend on the casting and
the script. ... Each comic [book-
adapted] movie is its own ... it’s like
any other movie: Are they going to do
a good job writing and directing it,
and is there a vision behind it?”

As for Oswalt’s vision, he still
trying to formulate ideas for what
next projects he can dip into -- “I
have very, very nebulous ideas
right now that are even hard to talk
about, so we’ll see,” he said. But
until those plans materialize, we’ll
always have his tasty standup.

“It’s the most fun,” he said. “It’s
the thing that I love to do, whether
it’s going well or it’s going badly. I just
really, really love it. There’s not much
beyond that. You do the thing that’s
the most fun for you. It’s what I'd
rather be doing at any time.”

So until more is on his radar,
expect to find Patton in the clubs
delivering his comedy -- a success
pile in a happiness bowl.



